
AnalyzingRoadSafetyChallengesinBauchiState:AssessingtheRoleofToyota

HiaceVehiclesandStrategiesforImprovement

TheToyotaHiaceisoneofToyota'smostversatilemodels,designedtoefficiently

transportbothpassengersandcargoinbothurbanandruralareas.Itswell-thought-

outdesignensurescompliancewithsafetystandards,incorporatingfeaturessuchas

airbagsandcomfortableseating.Fordecades,thisvehiclehasservedasaprimary

choiceforcommercialtransportationinNigeria.However,ithasunfortunatelybecome

adeadlytrapforthousandsofpassengersduetocertaincircumstances.

InresponsetothealarmingnumberoffatalaccidentsassociatedwiththeHiace,the

FederalRoad Safety Corps (FRSC)once considered banning the bus entyrely.

Accordingtoa2013reportfrom theNigerianeyewebsite,theCorpsMarshalofthe

FRSCStatedthat"31percentofHiacecrashesresultinflames,"andherecommended

theimplementationofspeedlimitdevicesforthevehicle.BauchiState,amongothers,

heavilyreliesontheHiaceforinterstatejourneysandhasexperiencedsomeofthe

mostdevastatingaccidentsinthecountry.Someofthesefewinstancesofaccidents

involvingToyotaHiaceinBauchiStateareshownbelow:

LocalGovernment Newspaper/Date Fatalities injured

ToroLGA Premiumtimes/Jan

5th,2023

18 0

DarazoLGA Premiumtimes/Jan

15th,2023

5 12

ToroLGA Gazettengr/Feb

25th,2023

15 7

GamawaLGA Dailypost/March

24th,2023

25 10

DarazoLGA Dailypost/April5th,

2023

2 5

ThetablepresentedaboveillustratesaselectionofrecentaccidentsinvolvingToyota

Hiace,includingthenumberofcasualties,dates,andtheaffectedlocalGovernment

areas.Amongtheseincidents,GamawaLGAstandsoutasthemostheavilyimpacted,

experiencingover25fatalitiesinasingleaccidentthatoccurredinUdubotown.The

accidentwasattributedtooverspeedingandtyreburst.Tragically,thepassengers

wereunabletoescapeasthebuswindowshadbeenweldedshuttoaccommodate



morecargo.Manysimilaraccidentscanbeattributedtonegligenceonthepartof

authoritieswholackpropertransportsectorregulationsandfailtoenforceexisting

laws.Additionally,thetransportunionsthemselvesoftenneglectsafetyrequirements

anddonotensurethatonlylicensedandqualifieddrivershaveaccesstocommercial

vehicles.TheFederalRoadSafetyCorps(FRSC)holdssignificantresponsibilitiesin

inspectingvehiclestoensurecompliancewithstandardsfortyres,seating,licensing,

andoverallsafetymeasures.

WhileitisnotintendedtovilifytheToyotaHiacebrand,thevehicle'sdesignrendersit

vulnerable to severe accidents.Severalfactors consistently contribute to these

crashes,including:

I. Over-speeding:Asignificantcauseofaccidents,withsomedriverseven

disablingtheirvehicle'sspeedometers.

II. Unrestrictedandunabateduseofsubstandardtyres,includingoldandworn-out

ones,greatlyincreasingtheriskoffatalaccidents.

III. Inexperiencedandunlicensed(untrained)drivers,whoposeasubstantialthreat

ontheroads.

IV. Somedriversfurtherexacerbatethesituationbyweldingvehiclewindowsshut

toaccommodatemorecargo,makingitimpossibletoattemptrescuingthe

casualties.

V. Variousroadobstacles,humanfactors,andevenunleashedanimalsalso

contributetotheseaccidents.

VI. Overloadingduetosharegreedofdriversmaydistortcenterofgravityofvehicle

whichonsmalltiltmayresultinsomersaultcausingdeadlyaccidents

VII. Lastly,poorroadconditionssuchascracks,potholes,fadedpathwaymarkings,

andmissingtrafficsignsfurthercompoundtherisks.

Referencedtotheabovefactorsitisadvisabletoencouragedriverstoreadand

understand the driving code and road signs.These factors remain the most

heartbreakingpredicamentsonourroadsasaccordingtoanonlinenewsagency,The

Whistler,reportedonMarch9th,2023,thattherewere2,733accidentsrecordedfrom

JanuarytoMarchoftheyearunderreview,resultinginthelossof1,441livesand

8,339injuries.AsreportedbytheFederalRoadSafetyCorpstoeffectivelyaddressand

reducesuchunfortunatedisasters,theBauchiStateGovernmentmustenforceexisting

lawsandcreatenew policiesformanaging theseincidents.Thisalso appliesto

FederalGovernmentthroughagenciesresponsibleforthesafetyofourroadsand

vehicleworthinessinspectors.


