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How to Perform an Easy SEO Audit for 

Your YouTube Channel 

 

One of the most important things you can do to grow your YouTube channel and get 

more views is to do an SEO audit for YouTube.  You can get more YouTube users and 

move up in the rankings by improving your channel, videos, and information.  We'll walk 
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you through a simple SEO check in this article. This will help you improve your YouTube 

content and get more visitors. 

What is an SEO Audit for YouTube? 

Before diving into the details, it’s essential to understand what an SEO audit for 

YouTube involves. An SEO audit is the process of evaluating how well your YouTube 

channel and videos are optimized for search engines and YouTube’s algorithm. Just as 

SEO for websites helps with search engine rankings, YouTube SEO is designed to 

improve the discoverability of your videos on the platform.  

The audit includes assessing everything from video titles and descriptions to tags and 

thumbnail quality, ensuring that each element is working to boost your visibility. 

How to Audit Your YouTube Channel 

Performing an SEO audit on your YouTube channel involves reviewing key areas that 

influence your rankings. Here are the main aspects to focus on during your audit: 

1. Channel Metadata Optimization 

Start your audit by reviewing your channel’s metadata. This includes your channel 

name, description, and any other information that helps YouTube’s algorithm categorize 

and rank your channel. 

●​ Channel Title: Is your channel title relevant to the content you create? Make 

sure it reflects your niche and is memorable for your audience. 

●​ Channel Description: This section should clearly explain what your channel is 

about and include relevant keywords. Think of it as your introduction — tell 
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people what they can expect when they subscribe. Be sure to optimize it with 

keywords without overstuffing. 

Tip: A well-optimized channel description helps YouTube understand your content 

better, making it easier for them to recommend your videos. 

2. Optimizing Video Titles and Descriptions 

The next step in your SEO audit involves optimizing the most important on-page 

elements: video titles and descriptions. 

●​ Video Titles: The title should be concise, engaging, and include relevant 

keywords. Your goal is to attract both YouTube’s algorithm and your audience by 

making the title clear and compelling. 

●​ Video Descriptions: Write detailed descriptions that give viewers an 

understanding of the content. Include both primary and secondary keywords in a 

natural, readable way. Aim for at least 250 words, focusing on what makes your 

video valuable to viewers. 

Tip: Always place the most important keywords near the beginning of the title and 

description. This helps both users and the algorithm quickly grasp what your video is 

about. 

3. Tags and Keywords Strategy for YouTube 

Tags help YouTube’s algorithm better understand what your video is about. Optimizing 

your tags is crucial for ranking in search results. 



 

●​ Primary and Secondary Keywords: Use your main keyword and related terms 

to increase your video’s reach. You can also use tools like Google Trends or 

TubeBuddy to find additional keyword suggestions. 

●​ Avoid Keyword Stuffing: Using too many irrelevant or repeated keywords can 

harm your ranking. Stick to a balanced and natural keyword approach. 

Tip: Think of tags as search terms your audience would use to find your content. 

Include variations and long-tail keywords to improve your discoverability. 

To improve your keyword approach, use LenosTube YouTube video tags extractor.  

Creators may evaluate YouTube video tags by providing a URL using this free 

application.  It details tag competition and search traffic, helping you choose tags to 

increase reach. 

With this tool, you can optimize your video’s discoverability, connect to the right 

audience, and improve suggested video rankings. Additionally, it helps with content 

organization and gives you a competitive advantage by identifying the most effective 

tags in your niche. 

4. Thumbnail Quality and Consistency 

Thumbnails are one of the first things viewers notice when browsing YouTube, and they 

directly impact your click-through rate (CTR). An SEO audit wouldn’t be complete 

without checking the quality and consistency of your thumbnails. 

●​ Custom Thumbnails: Always create custom thumbnails that are visually 

appealing and clearly represent your content. Custom thumbnails tend to attract 

more clicks than YouTube’s auto-generated ones. 
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●​ Thumbnail Consistency: Maintain a consistent thumbnail style across your 

videos. This helps with brand recognition and makes your channel visually 

cohesive. 

Tip: Use bold, readable text and high-quality images to make your thumbnails stand 

out. Experiment with different styles to see which one performs best. 

5. Audience Engagement and Interaction 

Engagement is a critical factor for YouTube SEO. The more likes, comments, shares, 

and watch time your videos generate, the higher your videos will rank. 

●​ Encourage Engagement: Ask your viewers to like, comment, and share your 

videos. You can ask questions in your video or include calls-to-action (CTAs) in 

the description to increase interaction. 

●​ Respond to Comments: Engaging with your audience in the comments section 

helps build a community and signals to YouTube that your content is generating 

positive interactions. 

Tip: Make it a habit to engage with your audience regularly. The more engaged your 

community, the more likely YouTube will push your content to a wider audience. 

6. Watch Time and Audience Retention 

Watch time and audience retention are some of the strongest ranking factors on 

YouTube. Videos that keep viewers engaged and watching longer are more likely to be 

promoted by YouTube. 



 

●​ Improve Audience Retention: Structure your videos to be engaging from start 

to finish. Avoid lengthy intros and get to the point quickly. Keep your content 

interesting with good pacing and a strong hook at the beginning. 

●​ Monitor Watch Time: Longer watch time indicates to YouTube that viewers find 

your content valuable, which can improve your rankings in search results. 

Tip: Review your Audience Retention stats in YouTube Analytics and identify where 

viewers drop off. Use this data to improve your future videos. 

7. Playlist Optimization 

Playlists are a fantastic way to increase your channel’s watch time by encouraging 

viewers to watch multiple videos in a row. Including playlists in your SEO audit is 

essential. 

●​ Create Playlists Around Themes: Group videos by themes, topics, or series. 

This encourages viewers to binge-watch your content, which increases your 

overall watch time and improves your YouTube SEO. 

●​ Optimize Playlist Titles and Descriptions: Use relevant keywords in your 

playlist titles and descriptions to help YouTube understand what they’re about 

and make it easier for people to find them. 

Tip: Use playlists to guide your viewers through a learning path or a curated list of 

videos. The more organized your playlists, the easier it is for viewers to explore your 

content. 

YouTube SEO Checklist: Final Steps 



 

Once you’ve completed your SEO audit, ensure that you’ve covered all of the following 

aspects: 

1.​ Metadata: Review and optimize video titles, descriptions, and tags. 

2.​ Thumbnails: Ensure thumbnails are visually appealing and consistent. 

3.​ Channel Optimization: Update your channel description, title, and branding. 

4.​ Engagement: Encourage likes, comments, and shares, and actively engage with 

your audience. 

5.​ Analytics: Regularly monitor your watch time, audience retention, and 

engagement metrics to track progress. 

To maximize the results of your SEO audit checklist, you can take it a step further with 

LenosTube’s YouTube SEO audit service. Their service helps you make your content 

better and get more people to find your channel naturally.  LenosTube does a full SEO 

audit of YouTube channels that focuses on content analysis, optimizing information 

(titles, descriptions, and tags), and making the channels look better overall.  

They also provide a keyword plan for future content to increase your reach.  Their audit 

highlights common problems, suggests ways to boost view time and conversion rates, 

and includes added features like custom outros, social media shares for current videos, 

and written articles to boost your channel's authority.  This 7-15-day service offers 

extensive optimization ideas and practical recommendations to boost YouTube 

performance. 

Wrapping It Up 
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Performing an SEO audit for your YouTube channel is a critical step in increasing 

visibility and driving more traffic to your content. By optimizing your video titles, 

descriptions, tags, and thumbnails, and focusing on engagement, you’ll give your videos 

the best chance of ranking higher in YouTube search results. Regularly auditing your 

channel ensures that you're staying on top of best practices and continuing to improve 

your YouTube SEO over time. 

Now that you’ve learned how to audit your YouTube channel for better SEO, are you 

ready to implement these strategies and boost your YouTube traffic? 
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