
Slate Truck: Introducing a New Era of Practical, Affordable Electric Utility Vehicles

A new entrant has emerged in the American electric vehicle sector, focusing on accessibility and functionality. The Slate Truck, priced around $25,000, is a minimalist electric pickup designed for real-world utility and easy customization. Instead of prioritizing luxury, this model emphasizes practicality, featuring manually operated windows, a simplified dashboard, and a highly adaptable modular platform - capable of conversion into an SUV through an optional DIY kit.

At a time when many manufacturers launch premium models before introducing affordable options, Slate has strategically opted for an accessible entry point. This approach not only differentiates the brand but also aligns closely with consumers' growing economic sensitivities.

Compact Dimensions, Robust Capability

The Slate Truck measures 174.6 inches in length and rides on a 108.9-inch wheelbase, making it one of the most compact pickups available in the United States. Designed as a two-seat, single-cab vehicle, it optimizes simplicity and efficiency while offering a practical 4-foot bed and an additional seven cubic feet of enclosed front trunk storage.

Despite its smaller footprint, the truck boasts a commendable payload capacity of 1,433 pounds. Its towing capacity, rated at 1,000 pounds, is well-suited for light-duty tasks, making it ideal for urban and suburban applications.

Purposeful Design with Customization Opportunities

Slate's cost-control strategy is evident throughout the truck's design. The vehicle initially comes in a neutral flat-gray color, encouraging buyers to personalize their truck through vinyl wraps and other aftermarket modifications. Durable 17-inch steel wheels and exposed fasteners on body panels contribute to a rugged, utilitarian aesthetic.

One of Slate's standout offerings is the optional SUV Conversion Kit. Delivered flat-packed, the kit allows owners to transform the pickup into a five-passenger SUV with added rear seats, a roll cage, and supplemental airbags. Installation can be completed at a service center, by a trusted mechanic, or as a DIY project at home, offering owners a high degree of flexibility.

Practical Performance

The Slate Truck is equipped with a 150-kilowatt motor that delivers approximately 201 horsepower and 195 pound-feet of torque to the rear wheels. With an estimated 0–60 mph acceleration in eight seconds and a top speed of 90 mph, the truck provides performance well-suited for everyday commuting and utility tasks.

A 52.7-kilowatt-hour standard battery offers an estimated range of 150 miles per charge. An 84.3-kWh accessory battery upgrade is available for extended driving needs, targeting a range of up to 240 miles. Notably, the larger battery is offered as an accessory, suggesting potential for future post-purchase upgrades.

Charging is efficient: a Level 2 home charger replenishes the battery in approximately five hours. DC fast-charging enables a 20% to 80% recharge in under 30 minutes, adding between 90 and 140 miles of range.

Setting a New Benchmark in Affordability

Slate plans to manufacture the truck domestically, with production expected to commence at a facility near Indianapolis, Indiana. The starting price is projected to be around $25,000, and eligibility for federal incentives could significantly reduce the effective cost.

Pre-orders are now open through the company's website, requiring a fully refundable $50 deposit. If successful, the Slate Truck is poised to become the most affordable electric vehicle in the U.S. market, offering consumers an unprecedented combination of practicality, adaptability, and value.


